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PAGE 01 STATE 085318 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO PPT-01 SCA-01 AID-05 SCS-03 
USIA-06 PC-01 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 H-01 COME-OO 
EB-08 DODE-OO /056 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/W :GADIES:LFS 
APPROVED BY AF:DBBOLEN 
PPT/L-MWYMAN (SUBS) 

AFR/SFWA-BLANE (SUBS) 

SCA/SCS-EPOWERS 
USIA/IAA-EHOLMES (INFO) 

AF/EX-MCUTTER (SUBS) 

PEACE CORPS/AF-C ARCHIE (SUBS) 

160619Z 097967/12 

R 152101Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ABIDIAN 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
AMEMBASSY LOME 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 
AMCONSUL DOUALA 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SUBJECT: WARNING TO TRAVELERS TO BENIN 
REF: COTONOU 685 (NOTAL) 

1 . DEPARTMENT CONCURS WITH RECOMMENDATION REFTEL THAT ALL 
UNNECESSARY TRAVEL BY AMCITS TO BENIN SHOULD BE DISCOURAGED. 
THEREFORE, REQUEST THAT ADDRESSEE POSTS BRING THE FOLLOWING 
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NOTICE TO THE ATTENTION OF ALL TRAVELERS (OFFICIAL AND 
TOURIST) WHO INTEND TO TRANSIT BENIN: QUOTE. THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF THE PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF BENIN HAS NOT LIFTED THE 
STATE OF EMERGENCY FOLLOWING THE ARMED ATTACK ON COTONOU 
LAST IANUARY 16. SINCE THEN, ARBITRARY INCARCERATIONS OF 
FOREIGN NATIONALS HAVE OCCURRED. OUR EMBASSY HAS EXPERI- 
ENCED GREAT DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING THE RELEASE OF AMERICAN 
CITIZENS WHO HAVE BEEN DETAINED BY BENINESE AUTHORITIES. 
THEREFORE, ALL TRAVEL TO BENIN SHOULD BE AVOIDED UNLESS 
ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. OFFICIAL TRAVELERS ARE REQUESTED 
TO INFORM THE AMERICAN EMBASSY WELL IN ADVANCE OF THE 
SCHEDULED ARRIVAL OF THEIR INTENTION TO VISIT BENIN. 

UNQUOTE. 

2. SUGGEST THAT ABOVE NOTICE BE POSTED IN PUBLIC AREAS OF 
ADDRESSEE POSTS. 

3. ON THIS END, DEPARTMENT AND OTHER USG AGENCIES PLAN TO 
CONVEY ABOVE NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS INTENDING TO TRAVEL TO 
BENIN. 

VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 
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